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Introduction

This Highway Code applies to England, Scotland and Wales. The Highway Code is essential
reading for everyone.

The most vulnerable road users are pedestrians, particularly children, older or disabled people,
cyclists, motorcydis and horse riders. It is important that all road users are aware of The
Highway Code and are considerate towards each other. This applies to pedestrians as much as
to drivers and riders.

Many of the rules in The Highway Code are legal requirementsf god disobey these rules

you are committing a criminal offence. You may be fined, given penalty points on your licence
or be disqualified from driving. In the most serious cases you may be sent to prison. Such rules
are identified by the use of the wordga | { ¢ kK a | {I€¢addition¢ tke rule includes an
abbreviated reference to the legislation which creates the offence. Sexaanation of the
abbreviations

Although failure to comply with the other rules of The Highway Code will not, in itself, cause a

person to be prosecuted, The Highway Code may be used in evidence in any court proceedings
under the Traffic Acts (seehe road user and the Igvwo establish liability. This includes rules

GKAOK dzaS | ROAaA2NE $2NRAYy3I &ddzOK | &4 WakKzdz Rkak

Knowing and applying the rules contained in The Hgh@ode could significantly reduce road

casualties. Cutting the number of deaths and injuries that occur on our roads every day is a
responsibility we all share. The Highway Code can help us discharge that responsibility. Further
information on driving/ridk y 3 G SOKYy AljdzSa OFy 06S F2dzyR Ay WEK:
GKS SaaSyudaalt aiAatftaqQ | gRKSVCKSE HyEFFMION | &1 B ! & D

Read The Highway Code Online
Download The Highway Code Audiobook
Download The Highway Code Application
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Rules for pedestrians

1.General guidance

1. Pavementgincludingany path along the side of a road) should be used if provided.
Where possible, avoid being next to the kerb with your back to the traffic. If you have
to step into the road, look both ways first. Always show due care and consideration for
others.

2. If thereis no pavementkeep to the righthand side of the road so that you can see
oncoming traffic. You should take extra care and

1 be prepared to walk in single file, especially on narrow roads or in poor light
1 keep close to the side of the road.

It may be safeto cross the road well before a sharp rigtand bend so that oncoming
traffic has a better chance of seeing you. Cross back after the bend.

3. Help other road users to see yolWVear or carry something liglttoloured, bright or
fluorescent in poor daylightonditions. When it is dark, use reflective materials (e.g.
armbands, sashes, waistcoats, jackets, footwear), which can be seen by drivers using
headlights up to three times as far away as #iefiective materials.
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Rule 3: Help yourself to be seen

4. Young childrershould not be out alonen the pavement or road (seule J. When
taking children out, keep between them and the traffic and hold their hands firmly.
Strap very young childn into pushchairs or use reins. When pushing a young child in
a buggy, do not push the buggy into the road when checking to see if it is clear to cross,
particularly from between parked vehicles.

5. Organised walkslLarge groups of people walking togettstrould use a pavement if
available; if one is not, they should keep to the left. L-ooks should be positioned at
the front and back of the group, and they should wear fluorescent clothes in daylight
and reflective clothes in the dark. At night, the leolt in front should show a white
light and the one at the back a red light. People on the outside of large groups should
also carry lights and wear reflective clothing.

6. Motorways. PedestriandlUST NODe on motorways or slip roads except in an
emergencygeeRule 27JandRule 275.
Laws RTRA sect IMT(E&W)R 1982 as amended, reg 15(1)(b) & MT(S)R reg 13

2.Crossing the road
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7. The Green Cross Codehe advice given below on crossing the road is for all
pedestrians. Children should be taught the Code and should not be allowed out alone
until they can undrstand and use it properly. The age when they can do this is
different for each child. Many children cannot judge how fast vehicles are going or how
far away they are. Children learn by example, so parents and carers should always use
the Code in full whe out with their children. They are responsible for deciding at what
age children can use it safely by themselves.

A. First find a safe place to crossxd where there is space to reach the pavement
on the other side. Where there is a crossing nearby, useig safer to cross
using a subway, a footbridge, an island, a zebra, pelican, toucan or puffin
crossing, or where there is a crossing point controlled by a police officer, a school
crossing patrol or a traffic warden. Otherwise choose a place wheregmosee
clearly in all directions. Try to avoid crossing between parked cars{deel 4,
on a blind bend, or close to the brow of a hill. Move tgace where drivers and
riders can see you clearly. Do not cross the road diagonally.

Rule 7: Look all around and listen for traffic
before crossing

B. Stop just before you get to the kerbwhere you can see if anything is coming.
52 y20 3IS4G Gz22 0O0t2asS (42 (GKS GNIXF¥FFAOD L¥T
edge of tke road but make sure you can still see approaching traffic.

C. Look all around for traffic and listenTraffic could come from any direction.
Listen as well, because you can sometimes hear traffic before you see it.

D. If traffic is coming, let it pasd.ook allaround again and listen. Do not cross until
there is a safe gap in the traffic and you are certain that there is plenty of time.
Remember, even if traffic is a long way off, it may be approaching very quickly.
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E. When it is safe, go straight across the rogdio not run. Keep looking and
listening for traffic while you cross, in case there is any traffic you did not see, or
in case other traffic appears suddenly. Look out for cyclists and motorcyclists
travelling between lanes of traffic. Do not walk diagdyalcross the road.

8. At ajunction.When crossing the road, look out for traffic turning into the road,
especially from behind you. If you have started crossing and traffic wants to turn into
the road, you have priority and they should give way Re& 170.

9. Pedestrian Safety Barrier&Vhere there are barriers, cross the road only at the gaps
provided for pedestrians. Do not climb over the barriers or wattneen them and the
road.

10. Tactile pavingRaised surfaces that can be felt underfoot provide warning and
guidance to blind or partially sighted people. The most common surfaces are a series of
raised studs, which are used at crossing points with a drojigeel, or a series of
rounded raised bars which are used at level crossings, at the top and bottom of steps
and at some other hazards.

11. Oneway streets.Check which way the traffic is moving. Do not cross until it is safe to
do so without stopping. Bus araycle lanes may operate in the opposite direction to
the rest of the traffic.

12. Bus and cycle lane3.ake care when crossing these lanes as traffic may be moving
faster than in the other lanes, or against the flow of traffic.

13. Routes shared with cyclist&ome cycle tracks run alongside footpaths or pavements,
using a segregating feature to separate cyclists from people on foot. Segregated routes
may also incorporate short lengths of tactile paving to help visually impaired people
stay on the correct side.r©the pedestrian side this will comprise a series of flat


http://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/
http://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/using-the-road---road-junctions-170-to-183.html

THE OFFICIAL HIGHWAY C

topped bars running across the direction of travel (ladder pattern). On the cyclist side
the same bars are orientated in the direction of travel (tramline pattern). Not all routes
which are shared ith cyclists are segregated. Take extra care where this is s&k(dee
62.

14. Parked vehicleslf you have to cross between parked vehicles, use the outside exlges
the vehicles as if they were the kerb. Stop there and make sure you can see all around
and that the traffic can see you. Make sure there is a gap between any parked vehicles
on the other side, so you can reach the pavement. Never cross the road iroframt
behind, any vehicle with its engine running, especially a large vehicle, as the driver may
not be able to see you.

15. Reversing vehiclesNever cross behind a vehicle which is reversing, showing white
reversing lights or sounding a warning.

16. Moving wehicles.YouMUST NO'get onto or hold onto a moving vehicle.
Law RTA 1988 sect 26

17. At night. Wear something reflective to make it easier for others to see you ksée 3.
If there is no pedestrian crossing nearby, cross the road near a street light so that
traffic can see you more easily.

3.Crossings

18. At all crossingsWhen using any type of crossing you should

9 always check that the traffic has stoppeefbre you start to cross or push a
pram onto a crossing
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1 always cross between the studs or over the zebra markings. Do not cross at the
side of the crossing or on the z@g lines, as it can be dangerous.

YouMUST NOToiter on any type of crossing.
Laws PPPCRGD reg 19 & RTRA sect 25(5)

19. Zebra crossing<ive traffic plenty of time to see you and to stop before you start to
cross. Vehicles will need more time when the road is slippery. Wait until traffic has
stopped from both directions or the road is ctdaefore crossing. Remember that
traffic does not have to stop until someone has moved onto the crossing. Keep looking
both ways, and listening, in case a driver or rider has not seen you and attempts to
overtake a vehicle that has stopped.

Rule 19: Zebra crossings have flashing
beacons

20. Where thereis an island in the middle of a zebra crossing, wait on the island and follow
Rule 19 before you cross the second half of the rQ#ds a separate crossing.
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Rule 20: Zebra crossings with a central
island are two separate crossings

21. At traffic lights. There may be special signals for pedestrians. You should only start to
cross the road when the green figure shows. If you have started to cross the road and
the green figure goes out, you should still have time to reach the other side, but do not
delay. If no pedestrian signals have been provided, watch carefully and do nst cros
until the traffic lights are red and the traffic has stopped. Keep looking and check for
traffic that may be turning the corner. Remember that traffic lights may let traffic move
in some lanes while traffic in other lanes has stopped.

: - - 3
Do not Cross Do not
Cross with care start to

I I cross *

Rule 21: At traffic lights, puffin and pelican ’
crossings
* At pelican crossings only

22. Pelican crossing These are signaontrolled crossings operated by pedestrians. Push
the control button to activate the traffic signals. When the red figure shows, do not

Page
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cross. When a steady green figure shows, check the traffic has stopped then cross with
care. When e green figure begins to flash you should not start to cross. If you have
already started you should have time to finish crossing safely.

23. Puffin crossingsliffer from pelican crossings as the red and green figures are above the
control box on your sidefdhe road and there is no flashing green figure phase. Press
the button and wait for the green figure to show.

24. When the road is congested, traffic on your side of the road may be forced to stop even
though their lights are green. Traffic may still be nmgvon the other side of the road,
so press the button and wait for the signal to cross.

25. Toucan crossingare lightcontrolled crossings which allow cyclists and pedestrians to
share crossing space and cross at the same time. They arebptish operated
Pedestrians and cyclists will see the green signal together. Cyclists are permitted to ride
across.

both cyclists and pedestrians

Page
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26. At some crossings there is a bleeping sound or voice signal to indicate to blind or
partially sighted people when the steady green figure is showing tlere may be a
tactile signal to help deafblind people.

27. Equestrian crossingare for horse riders. They have pavement barriers, wider crossing
spaces, horse and rider figures in the light panels and either two sets of controls (one
higher), or just ondiigher control panel.

Rule 27: Equestrian crossings are used by
horse riders. There is often a parallel
crossing

There is often a parallel crossing.

28. W{ G 33ASNBRQ LISt A @Mhef the didsdidggs® T dach sidR NiEhe dehtrdld & @
refuge are not in line they are two separate crossings. On reaching the central island,
press the button gain and wait for a steady green figure.

Image for Rule 28 Staggered crossings (with an island in the middle) are two separate
Crossings
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Rule 28: Staggered crossings (with an
island in the middle) are two
separate crossings

29. Crossings controlled by an authorised persdo not cross the road unless you are
signalled to do so by a paiofficer, traffic warden or school crossing patrol. Always
cross in front of them.

30. Where there are no controlled crossing points available it is advisable to cross where
there is an island in the middle of the road. Use the Green Cross Codeuscé to
cross to the island and then stop and use it again to cross the second half of the road.

4.Situations needing extra care

31. Emergency vehicledf an anbulance, fire engine, police or other emergency vehicle
approaches using flashing blue lights, headlights and/or sirens, keep off the road.
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32. BusesGet on or off a bus only when it has stopped to allow you to do so. Watch out
for cyclists when you are gatg off. Never cross the road directly behind or in front of
a bus. Wait until it has moved off and you can see clearly in both directions.

33. Tramways.These may run through pedestrian areas. Their path will be marked out by
shallow kerbs, changes in theyng or other road surface, white lines or yellow dots.
Cross at designated crossings where provided. Elsewhere treat trams as you would
other road vehicles and look both ways along the track before crossing. Do not walk
along the track as trams may corap behind you. Trams move quietly and cannot
steer to avoid you.

34. Railway level crossing¥.ouMUST NOTross or pass a stop line when the red lights
show, (including a red pedestrian figure). Also do not cross if an alarm is sounding or
the barriers are bing lowered. The tone of the alarm may change if another train is
approaching. If there are no lights, alarms or barriers, stop, look both ways and listen
before crossing. A tactile surface comprising rounded bars running across the direction
of pedestrian travel may be installed on the footpath approaching a level crossing to
warn visually impaired people of its presence. The tactile surface should extend across
the full width of the footway and should be located at an appropriate distance from the
barrier or projected line of the barrier.

Law TSRGD, reg 52

35. Street and pavement repairsA pavement may be closed temporarily because it is not
safe to use. Take extra care if you are directed to walk in or to cross the road.
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Rules for users of powered
wheelchairs and mobillity
scooters

1.Powered wheelchairs and mobility
scooters

36. There is one class of manual wheelchair (called a Class 1 invalid carriage) and two
classes of powered wheelchairs and powered mobility scooters. Manual wheelchairs
and Class Zehicles are those with an upper speed limit of 4 mph (6 km/h) and are
designed to be used on pavements. Class 3 vehicles are those with an upper speed limit
of 8 mph (12 km/h) and are equipped to be used on the road as well as the pavement.

37. When you areon the road you should obey the guidance and rules for other vehicles;
when on the pavement you should follow the guidance and rules for pedestrians.

2.0n pavements

38. Pavements are safer than roads and should be used when available. You should give
pedestrians priority and show consideration for other pavement users, particularly
those with a hearing or visual impairment who may not be aware that you are there.
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39. Powered wheelchairs and scootevBJST NOTravel faster than 4 mph (6 km/h) on
pavements or in peelstrian areas. You may need to reduce your speed to adjust to
other pavement users who may not be able to move out of your way quickly enough or
where the pavement is too narrow.

Law UICHR 1988 reg 4

40. When moving off the pavement onto the road, you shotake special care. Before
Y2Q0AYy3 2FF> ltglea 221 NRdzyR YR YI1S adzN
use dropped kerbs when moving off the pavement, even if this means travelling further
to locate one. If you have to climb or descend a kaiwvays approach it at right angles
FYR R2y Qi GNB (2 yS3204AF44S I 1SN KAIKSNI
recommendations.

3.0n the road

41. You should take care when travelling on the road as you may be travelling more slowly
than other traffic (your machimis restricted to 8 mph (12 km/h) and may be less
visible).

42. When on the road, Class 3 vehicles should travel in the direction of the traffic. Class 2
users should always use the pavement when it is available. When there is no
pavement, you should use cthon when on the road. Class 2 users should, where
possible, travel in the direction of the traffic. If you are travelling at night when
lightsMUSTbe used, you should travel in the direction of the traffic to avoid confusing
other road users.

Law UICHR988 reg 9
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43. YouMUSTfollow the same rules about using lights, indicators and horns as for other
road vehicles, if your vehicle is fitted with them. At night, liglitdSTbe used. Be
aware that other road users may not see you and you should make yoursedf m
visible- even in the daytime and also at duslty, for instance, wearing a reflective
jacket or reflective strips on the back of the vehicle.

Law UICHR 1988 reg 9

44. Take extra care at road junctions. When going straight ahead, check to make sure there
are no vehicles about to cross your path from the left, the right, or overtaking you and
turning left. There are several options for dealing with right turns, especially turning
from a major road. If moving into the middle of the road is difficult or dangs, you
can- stop on the lefthand side of the road and wait for a safe gap in the traffic
negotiate the turn as a pedestrian, i.e. travel along the pavement and cross the road
between pavements where it is safe to do so. Class 3 users should gvateghicle to
the lower speed limit when on pavements.

If the junction is too hazardous, it may be worth considering an alternative route.
Similarly, when negotiating major roundabouts (i.e. with two or more lanes) it may be
safer for you to use the pavesnt or find a route which avoids the roundabout
altogether.

45. All normal parking restrictions should be observed. Your vehicle should not be left
unattended if it causes an obstruction to other pedestriaespecially those in
wheelchairs. Parking concesss provided under the Blue Badge scheme (Segher
Reading and Conversignaill apply to those vehicles displaying a valid badge.

46. These vehicleBIUST NODe used on motorways (sdeule 253. They should not be
used on unrestricted dual carriageways where the speed limit exceeds 50 mph (80
km/h) but if they are used on these dual carriageways, thiéjSThave a flashing
amber beacon. A flashing amber beacon should be used on all other dual carriageways
(seeRule 220.
Laws RTRA sect 17(2) &,(& RVLR reg 17(1) & 26
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Rules about animals

1.Horsedrawn vehicles

47. Horsedrawn vehicles used on the highway should be operated and maintained in
I O0O2NRIyOS gAGK adl yRINRa asSid 2dzi Ay GKS 5
for Harse-Drawn Vehicles. This Code lays down the requirements for a road driving
assessment and includes a comprehensive list of safety checks to ensure that a carriage
and its fittings are safe and in good working order. The standards set out in the Road
Driving Assessment may be required to be met by a Local Authority if an operator
wishes to obtain a local authority licence to operate a passengawing service
(seeFurther reading and convams).
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48. Safety equipment and clothingAll horsedrawn vehicles should have two red rear
reflectors. It is safer not to drive at night but if you do, a light showing white to the
front and red to the reaMUSTbe fitted.

Law RVLR 1989 reg 4

2.Horse riders

49. Safety equipment. Children under the age ofMdSTwear a helmet which complies
with the Regulations. It MUST be fastened securely. Other riders should also follow
these requirements. These requirements do not apply to a child who is a follower of
the Skh religion while wearing a turban.

Laws H(PHYR) Act 1990, sect 1 & H(PHYR) Regulations 1992, reg 3

50. Other clothing.You should wear
1 boots or shoes with hard soles and heels
1 light-coloured or fluorescent clothing in daylight

1 reflective clothing if you hato ride at night or in poor visibility.

Rule 50: Help yourself to be seen
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51. At night. It is safer not to ride on the road at night or in poor visibility, but if you do,
make sure you wear reflective clothing and your horse has reflective bands above the
fetlock joints. A light which shwes white to the front and red to the rear should be
FAOGGSRY 6A0GK | olFyRX (2 GKS NARSND& NRIKIG
horse at night, carry a light in your right hand, showing white to the front and red to
the rear, and wear reflagose clothing on both you and your horse. It is strongly
recommended that a fluorescent/reflective tail guard is also worn by your horse.

Riding

52. Before you take a horse on to a road, you should
1 ensure all tack fits well and is in good condition
1 make sureyou can control the horse.

Always ride with other, less nervous horses if you think that your horse will be nervous
of traffic. Never ride a horse without both a saddle and bridle.

53. Before riding off or turning, look behind you to make sure it is saf tive a clear
arm signal.

When riding on the road you should
1 Kkeep to the left
1 keep both hands on the reins unless you are signalling
1 keep both feet in the stirrups

1 not carry another person
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1 not carry anything which might affect your balance or get tanglpadvith the
reins

1 keep a horse you are leading to your left
1 move in the direction of the traffic flow in a orveay street

1 Never ride more than two abreast, and ride in single file on narrow or busy
roads and when riding round bends.

54. YouMUST NOTake a lorse onto a footpath or pavement, and you should not take a
horse onto a cycle track. Use a bridleway where possible. Equestrian crossings may be
provided for horse riders to cross the road and you should use these where available
(seeCrossingd @ , 2dz aK2dz R RAaYz2dzyi G tS@St ONRa
sign is displayed.
Laws HA 1835 sect 72, R(S)A 1984, sect 129(5)

55. Avoid roundabouts wherever pswle. If you use them you shoul#eep to the left
and watch out for vehicles crossing your path to leave or join the roundatmighal
right when riding across exits to show you are not leavisignal left just before you
leave the roundabout.

3.0ther animals

56. Dogs.Do not let a dog out on the road on its own. Keep it on a short lead when walking
on the pavement, road or path shared with cyclists or horse riders.

57. When in a vehicle make sure dogs or other animals are suitably restrained so they
cannotdistract you while you are driving or injure you, or themselves, if you stop
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quickly. A seat belt harness, pet carrier, dog cage or dog guard are ways of restraining
animals in cars.

58. Animals being herdedThese should be kept under control at all tim&su should, if
possible, send another person along the road in front to warn other road users,
especially at a bend or the brow of a hill. It is safer not to move animals after dark, but
if you do, then wear reflective clothing and ensure that lights ameied (white at the
front and red at the rear of the herd).
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Rules for cyclists
1.0verview

These rules are in addition to those in the following sections, which apply to all vehicles (except
the motorway sectiof). See als@’ou and your bicycle.

59. Clothing.You should wear

1 a cycle helmet which conforms to current regiidas, is the correct size and
securely fastened

1 appropriate clothes for cycling. Avoid clothes which may get tangled in the
chain, or in a wheel or may obscure your lights

1 light-coloured or fluorescent clothing which helps other road users to see you in
daylight and poor light

1 reflective clothing and/or accessories (belt, arm or ankle bands) in the dark.
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Rule 59: Help yourself to be seen

60. At nightyour cycleMUSThave white front and red rear lights litMiJSTalso be fitted
with a red rear reflector (and amber pedal reflectors, if miawtured after 1/10/85).
White front reflectors and spoke reflectors will also help you to be seen. Flashing lights
are permitted but it is recommended that cyclists who are riding in areas without
street lighting use a steady front lamp.
Law RVLR regs 188 & 24

61. Cycle Routes and Other Facilitiddse cycle routes, advanced stop lines, cycle boxes
and toucan crossings unless at the time it is unsafe to do so. Use of these facilities is
not compulsory and will depend on your experience and skills, but¢aaymake your
journey safer.

62. Cycle TrackslThese are normally located away from the road, but may occasionally be
found alongside footpaths or pavements. Cyclists and pedestrians may be segregated
or they may share the same space (unsegregated). Wheig ssigregated tracks
you MUSTkeep to the side intended for cyclists as the pedestrian side remains a
pavement or footpath. Take care when passing pedestrians, especially children, older
or disabled people, and allow them plenty of room. Always be preptretbw down
and stop if necessary. Take care near road junctions as you may have difficulty seeing
other road users, who might not notice you.

Law HA 1835 sect 72
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63. Cycle LanesThese are marked by a white line (which may be broken) along the
carriageway(seeRule 140. Keep within the lane when practicable. When leaving a
cycle lane check before pullimgit that it is safe to do so and signal your intention
clearly to other road users. Use of cycle lanes is not compulsory and will depend on
your experience and skills, but they can make your journey safer.

64. YouMUST NOTycle on a pavement.
Laws HA 1835 s 72 & R(S)A 1984, sect 129

65. Bus LanesMost bus lanes may be used by cyclists as indicated on signs. Watch out for
people getting on or off a bus. Be very careful when overtaking a bus or leaving a bus
lane as you will be entering a busier traffic flddo not pass between the kerb and a
bus when it is at a stop.

66. You should
1 keep both hands on the handlebars except when signalling or changing gear
1 keep both feet on the pedals

1 never ride more than two abreast, and ride in single file on narrow or busy
roads and when riding round bends

M notride close behind another vehicle

1 not carry anything which will affect your balance or may get tangled up with
your wheels or chain

1 be considerate of other road users, particularly blind and partially sighted
pedestriansLet them know you are there when necessary, for example, by
ringing your bell if you have one. It is recommended that a bell be fitted.
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67. You should

1 look all around before moving away from the kerb, turning or manoeuvring, to
make sure it is safe to do SBive a clear signal to show other road users what
youintendtodoR2 6 vt 2 R W{AJy Il fa (2 P2G§KSNI NRIR

1 Look wdl ahead for obstructions in the road, such as drains;hpaes and
parked vehicles so that you do not have to swerve suddenly to avoid them.
Leave plenty of room when passing parked vehicles and watch out for doors
being opened or pedestrians steppingdryour path

1 be aware of traffic coming up behind you
i take extra care near road humps, narrowings and other traffic calming features

1 Take care when overtaking (sBeles 162 to 169

68. YouMUST NOT
1 carry a passenger unless your cycle has been built or adapted to carry one
1 hold onto a moving vehicle or trailer
1 ride in a dangerous, careless or inconsiderate manner

1 ride when under the influence of drink or drugs, irdihg medicine.

Law RTA 1988 sects 24, 26, 28, 29 & 30 as amended by RTA 1991

69. YouMUSTobey all traffic signs and traffic light signals.
Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD reg 10(1)

70. When parking your cycle

1 find a conspicuous location where it can be seen lsspesby
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1 use cycle stands or other cycle parking facilities wherever possible

i do not leave it where it would cause an obstruction or hazard to other road
users

M1 secure it well so that it will not fall over and become an obstruction or hazard.

71. YouMUST NOTross the stop line when the traffic lights are red. Some junctions have
an advanced stop line to enable you to wait and position yourself ahead of other traffic
(seeRule 178.

Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10 & 36(1)

2.Road junctions

72. On the left. When approaching a junction on the left, watch out for vehicles turning in
front of you, out of or into the side road. Just before you turn, check for undergaki
cyclists or motorcyclists. Do not ride on the inside of vehicles signalling or slowing
down to turn left.

73. Pay particular attention to long vehicles which need a lot of room to manoeuvre at
corners. Be aware that drivers may not see you. They may loav®ve over to the
right before turning left. Wait until they have completed the manoeuvre because the
rear wheels come very close to the kerb while turning. Do not be tempted to ride in the
space between them and the kerb.

74. On the right.If you are turnig right, check the traffic to ensure it is safe, then signal
and move to the centre of the road. Wait until there is a safe gap in the oncoming
traffic and give a final look before completing the turn. It may be safer to wait on the
left until there is a afe gap or to dismount and push your cycle across the road.
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75. Dual carriagewaysRemember that traffic on most dual carriageways moves quickly.
When crossing wait for a safe gap and cross each carriageway in turn. Take extra care
when crossing slip roads.

3.Roundabouts

76. Full details about the correct procedure at roundabouts are contained inKséss 184
to 190). Roundabouts can be hazardous and should be appeshwith care.

77. You may feel safer walking your cycle round on the pavement or verge. If you decide to
ride round keeping to the lefhand lane you should

1 be aware that drivers may not easily see you

1 take extra care when cycling across exits. You may teesignal right to show
you are not leaving the roundabout

1 watch out for vehicles crossing your path to leave or join the roundabout.

78. Give plenty of room to long vehicles on the roundabout as they need more space to
manoeuvre. Do not ride in the space theeed to get round the roundabout. It may be
safer to wait until they have cleared the roundabout.

4.Crossing the road
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79. Do not ride across equestrian crossings, as they are for horse riders only. Do not ride
across a pelican, puffin or zebra crossing. Dismb and wheel your cycle across.

80. Toucan crossings hese are lightontrolled crossings which allow cyclists and
pedestrians to share crossing space and cross at the same time. They afteuiosh
operated. Pedestrians and cyclists will see the gregnasitogether. Cyclists are
permitted to ride across.

81. Cycleonly crossingsCycle tracks on opposite sides of the road may be linked by
signalled crossings. You may ride across butWoST NOTross until the green cycle
symbol is showing.

Law TSRGD re@8(2) & 36(1)

82. Level crossings/Tramway3.ake extra care when crossing the tracks (Ra& 30§.
You should dismount at level crossings 8 NBE | WwOe Of Aad RAaY2dzydQ

5.You and your bicycle

Make sure that you feel confident of your ability to ride safely on the road. Be sure that

1 you choose the right size and type of cycle for comfort and safety

1 lights and reflectors are kegiean and in good working order

1 tyres are in good condition and inflated to the pressure shown on the tyre
1 gears are working correctly

1 the chain is properly adjusted and oiled

1 the saddle and handlebars are adjusted to the correct height.
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1 Itis recommendedhat you fit a bell to your cycle.

YouMUST

1 ensure your brakes are efficient

1 at night, use lit front and rear lights and have a red rear reflector.
Laws PCUR regs 6 & 10 & RVLR reg 18

Cycle training can help both children and adults, especially thagksagturning to cycling to

RSOSt21L) GKS aiAftta ySSRSR (G2 0OeofsS alrfFSte 2y
standard has been developed which the Government is promoting and making funding
available for delivery in schools.

All cyclists shouldansider the benefits of undertaking cycle training. For information, contact
your local authority.
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Rules for motorcyclists

1.General guidance

These Rules are in addition to those in the following sections which appliyvehécles.
SeeMotorcycle licence requiremenys

83. On all journeys, the rider and pillion passenger on a motorcycle, scooter or
mopedMUSTwear a protective helmet. This does not apply to a follower of the Sikh
religion while wearing a turban. Helma¥USTomply with the Regulations and
they MUSTbe fastened securely. Riders and passengers of motor tricycles and
guadricycles, also called quadegk should also wear a protective helmet. Before each
journey check that your helmet visor is clean and in good condition.

Laws RTA 1988 sects 16 & 17 & MC(PH)R as amended reg 4
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84. Itis also advisable to wear eye protectors, wHiddSTcomply with the Regations.
Scratched or poorly fitting eye protectors can limit your view when riding, particularly
in bright sunshine and the hours of darkness. Consider wearing ear protection. Strong
boots, gloves and suitable clothing may help to protect you if you a@ved in a
collision.

Laws RTA sect 18 & MC(EP)R as amended reg 4

85. YouMUST NO'Earry more than one pillion passenger whitkJSTsit astride the
machine on a proper seat. They should face forward with both feet on the footrests.
YouMUST NOTarry a pilliorpassenger unless your motor cycle is designed to do so.
Provisional licence holdeMUST NOTarry a pillion passenger.
Laws RTA 1988 sect 23, MV(DL)R 1999 reg 16(6) & CUR 1986 reg 102

86. Daylight riding.Make yourself as visible as possible from the sideelsas the front
and rear. You could wear a light or brightly coloured helmet and fluorescent clothing or
strips. Dipped headlights, even in good daylight, may also make you more conspicuous.
However, be aware that other vehicle drivers may still notehssen you, or judged
your distance or speed correctly, especially at junctions.

Rule 86: Help yourself to be seen

87. Riding in the darkWear reflective clothing or strips to improve your visibility in the
dark. These reflect light from the headlamps of other vehicles, making you Vrsibrle
a longer distance. Sdeules 118116for lighting requirements.
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88. Manoeuvring.You should be awaref what is behind and to the sides before
manoeuvring. Look behind you; use mirrors if they are fitted. When in traffic queues
look out for pedestrians crossing between vehicles and vehicles emerging from
junctions or changing lanes. Position yourselftsat drivers in front can see you in
their mirrors. Additionally, when filtering in slemoving traffic, take care and keep
your speed low.

Remember: Observatiog Signalc Manoeuvre.

2.Motorcycle licence requirements

If you have a provisional motorcyclednce, yolMUSTsatisfactorily complete a Compulsory

Basic Training (CBT) course. You can then ride a motorcycle up to 125 cc with a power output
not exceeding 11 kW on the public road, with L plates (in Wales either D plates, L plates or both
can be used)for up to two years. Under direct access you can practise on a motorcycle that
exceeds 125 cc provided that:

1 you meet the minimum age for the category concerned

T @2dzQNB | OO02YLI yASR +d Fff GAYSa o0& I+ |d
another motorcycleand in radio contact with you

1 fluorescent or reflective safety clothing is worn during supervision

91 red L plates (D plates in Wales) are fitted and provisional licence restrictions
followed.

To obtain your full motorcycle licence yMIUSTpass a motorcycléheory testand then a

practical test.
Law MV(DL)R regs 16 & 68
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Al motorcycle licenceAt age 17 or over, you take a test on a motorcycle without sidecar of
between 120 and 125 cc. If you pass you may ride a mypttaaip to 125 cc with power output
up to 11 kW, or a motor tricycle with power not exceeding 15 kW.

A2 motorcycle licenceAt age 19 or over, you take a test on a motorcycle without sidecar of at
least 395 cc with a power output of at least 25 kW but exteeding 35 kW. If you pass, you
may ride any motorcycle not exceeding 35 kW and with a power to weight ratio not exceeding
0.2 kW/kg.

Full A motorcycle licencetest taken on a motorcycle without sidecar, of at least 595 cc and an
engine power of at ledgt0 kW. This gives you full access to all motorcycles and motor tricycles.
You obtain a category A licence by taking progressive access from age 21, or under the direct
access scheme from age 24.

Category A under progressive acce¥®iu can take a categpA practical test at age 21 if you
It NBI Re& KIS Iy 'n fAOSYyOS GKIFG &2dzQ@S KStR 7T

another theory test or hold a CBT certificate.

Category A under direct accesEBhis is for riders aged 24 or over. To obtaicategory A licence
you must

1 successfully complete a CBT course
1 pass the motorcycle theory test
1 pass the practical motorcycle test.

Passing the practical test on a motorcycle of at least 40 kW (53.6bhp) gives immediate access to
all sizes of motorcycle.

You MUST NOTarry a pillion passenger or pull a trailer until you have passed your test. Also
seeRule 25X overing vehicles prohibited from motorways.
Law MV(DL)R reg 16
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Moped licence requirements

A mopedMUSThave an engine capacity not exceeding 50 cc, not weigh more than 250kg and
be designed to have a maximum speed not exceeding 28mph (45 km/h). Before June 2003 a
licence allowed the riding of mopeds up to 50km/h.

Toride a moped, learnerMUST
1 be 16 or over
1 have a provisional moped licence
1 complete CBT training.

YouMUSTTirst pass the theory test for motorcycles and then the moped practical test to obtain
your full moped licence. If you passed your car drivinglhe$bre 1 February 2001 you are
qualified to ride a moped without L plates (and/or D plates in Wales), although it is
recommended that you complete CBT before riding on the road. If you passed your car driving
test after this date yoMUSTcomplete CBT befe riding a moped on the roadlaws RTA 1988
sects 97(e) & 101 & MV(DL)R regs 38(4) & 43
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Rules for drivers and
motorcyclists

1.Vehicle condition

89. Vehicle condition.YouMUSTensure your vehicle and trailer comply with the full
requirements of the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations and Road
Vehicles Lighting Regulations (Sé& road user and the [gw

2 .Fithess to drive

90. Make sure that you are fit to driveYouMUSTreport to the Driver and Vehicle
Licensing Agency (DVLA) any health condition likely to affect your driving.
Law RTA 1988 sect 94

91. Driving when you are tired greatly increases your risk of collision. To minimise this risk

1 make sure you are fit to drive. Do not begin a journey if you are tired. Get a
322R YyAIKGQa aft SSLI 0STF2NB SYOoFNJAy3a 2V

1 avoid undertaking long journeyzetween midnight and 6 am, when natural
alertness is at a minimum
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1 plan your journey to take sufficient breaks. A minimum break of at least 15
minutes after every two hours of driving is recommended

1 if you feel at all sleepy, stop in a safe place. Do nap sin the hard shoulder of
a motorway

1 the most effective ways to counter sleepiness are to drink, for example, two
cups of caffeinated coffee and to take a short nap (at least 15 minutes)

92. Vision.YouMUSTbe able to read a vehicle number plate, in goodligot, from a
distance of 20 metres (or 20.5 metres where the old style number plate is used). If you
need to wear glasses (or contact lenses) to do this,Mbls Twear them at all times
while driving. The police have the power to require a driver to utader an eyesight
test.
Laws RTA 1988 sect 96 & MV(DL)R reg 40 & sch 8

93. Slow down, and if necessary stop, if you are dazzled by bright sunlight.

94. At night or in poor visibility, do not use tinted glasses, lenses or visors if they restrict
your vision.

3.Alcohol and drugs

95. Do not drink and driveas it will seriously affect your judgement and abilities.

In England and Wales you MUST NOT drive with a breath alcohol level higher than 35
microgrammes/100 millilitres of breath or a blood alcohol level of more than 80
milligrammes/100 millilitres of bload

In Scotland the legal limits are lower. You MUST NOT drive with a breath alcohol level

higher than 22 microgrammes/100 millilitres of breath or a blood alcohol level of more
than 50 milligrammes/100 millilitres of blood

Alcohol will
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1 give a false sense of confidence

1 reduce ceordination and slow down reactions

1 affect judgement of speed, distance and risk

T NERdzOS &2dzNJ RNAGAY3A | oAfAles S@OSy AT &2

1 take time to leave your body; yanay be unfit to drive in the evening after
drinking at lunchtime, or in the morning after drinking the previous evening

The best solution is not to drink at all when planning to drive because any amount of
alcohol affects your ability to drive safelyytiu are going to drink, arrange another means
of transport.

Law RTA 1988 sects 4, 5 & 11(2)

96. YouMUST NOrive under the influence of drugs or medicine. For medicines, check
with your doctor or pharmacist and do not drive if you are advised that you reay b
impaired.

YouMUST NOTirive if you have illegal drugs or certain medicines in your blood above
specified limits. It is highly dangerous so never take illegal drugs if you intend to drive;
the effects are unpredictable, but can be even more severe #ieohol and result in

fatal or serious road crashes. lllegal drugs have been specified at very low levels so
even small amounts of use could be above the specified limits. The limits for certain
medicines have been specified at higher levels, above treddeenerally found in the
blood of patients who have taken normal therapeutic doses. If you are found to have a
concentration of a drug above its specified limit in your blood because you have been
prescribed or legitimately supplied a particularly higised of medicine, then you can
raise a statutory medical defence, provided your driving was not impaired by the
medicine you are taking.

Law RTA 1988 sects 4 &5
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4.Before setting off

97. Before setting off.You should ensure that

l

l

you have planned your route aradlowed sufficient time

clothing and footwear do not prevent you using the controls in the correct
manner

you know where all the controls are and how to use them before you need
them. Not all vehicles are the same; do not wait until it is too late to éntl

your mirrors and seat are adjusted correctly to ensure comfort, full control and
maximum vision

head restraints are properly adjusted to reduce the risk of neck and spine
injuries in the event of a collision

you have sufficient fuel before commenciygur journey, especially if it
includes motorway driving. It can be dangerous to lose power when driving in
traffic

ensure your vehicle is legal and roadworthy

switch off your mobile phone

Rule 97: Make sure head restraints are
properly adjusted



http://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/

THE OFFICIAL HIGHWAY C

5.Vehicle towing and loading

98. Vehicle towing and loadingAs a drier

1 YouMUST NOTow more than your licence permits. If you passed a car test
after 1 Jan 1997 you are restricted on the weight of trailer you can tow

1 YouMUST NO®Bverload your vehicle or trailer. You should not tow a weight
greater than that recommendedylthe manufacturer of your vehicle

1 YouMUSTsecure your load and KMIUST NO'tick out dangerously. Make sure
any heavy or sharp objects and any animals are secured safely. If there is a
collision, they might hit someone inside the vehicle and cause senpury

1 You should properly distribute the weight in your caravan or trailer with heavy
items mainly over the axle(s) and ensure a downward load on the tow ball.
al ydzZfFl OGdzZNBNDR&a NBO2YYSYRSR ¢4SA3IKG FyR
exceeded. This should avditk possibility of swerving or snaking and going out
of control. If this does happen, ease off the accelerator and reduce speed gently
to regain control

9 Carrying a load or pulling a trailer may require you to adjust the headlights

1 Inthe event of a breakalvn, be aware that towing a vehicle on a tow rope is
potentially dangerous. You should consider professional recovery.
Laws CUR reg 100 & MV(DL)R reg 43

6.Seat belts and child restraints

99. YouMUSTwear a seat belt in cars, vans and other goods vehiclegiiofitted (see
table below). Adults, and children aged 14 years and dvelSTuse a seat belt or
child restraint, where fitted, when seated in minibuses, buses and coaches. Exemptions
are allowed for the holders of medical exemption certificates araséhmaking
deliveries or collections in goods vehicles when travelling less than 50 metres (approx
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162 feet).
Laws RTA 1988 sects 14 & 15, MV(WSB)R, MV(WSBCFS)R & MV(WSB)(A)R

Seat Belt Requirementsthis table summarises the main legal requirements forrnmga
seat belts in cars, vans and other goods vehicles.

Driver Seat belt Driver
MUSTbe
worn if
fitted

Child under 3 years Correct Correct child restrimt MUSTbe Driver

of age child used. If one is not available in a
restraint  taxi, may travel unrestrained.
MUSTbe
used
Child from 3rd Correct Correct child restrainMUSTbe Driver
birthday up to 1.35  child used where seat belts fittedVIUST
metres in height (or restraint  use adult belt if correct child
12th birthday, MUSTbe restraint is not available in a
whichever they reach used licensed taxi or private hire vehicle
first) or for reasons of unexpected

necessity over a short distance, ol
if two occupied restraints prevent
fitment of a third.

Child over 1.35 Adult seat Adult seat beltMUSTbe worn if Driver
metres (approx 4ft belt MUST available

5ins) in height or 12 be worn if

or 13 years available

Adult passengers Seat belt Seat beltMUSTbe worn if available Passenger
aged 14 and over MUSTbe

worn if

available



http://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/

THE OFFICIAL HIGHWAY C

100.The drivetMUSTensure that all children under 14 years of age in cars, vans and other
goods vehicles wear seat belts or sit in an approved child restraint where required (see
table above). If a child is under 1.35 metres (@p4 feet 5 inches) tall, a baby seat,
child seat, booster seat or booster cushiySTo S dza SR adzZA G 6t S F2 NJ (
gSAIAKG YR FAGGSR (2 GKS YIydzZFI OGdzNBNRa Ay
Laws RTA 1988 sects 14 & 15, MV(WSB)R, MV(WSBCFS)R & MV(WSB)(A)R

Rule 100: Make sure that a child uses a
suitable restraint which is correctly adjusted

101.A rearfacing baby seaMUST NODe fitted into a seat protected by an active frontal
airbag, as in a crash it can cause serious injury or death to the child.
Laws RTA 1988 sects 14 & 15, MV(WSB)R, MV(WSBCFS)R & MV(WSB)(A)R

102.Children in cars, vans and other goods veles.Drivers who are carrying children in
cars, vans and other goods vehicles should also ensure that

1 children should get into the vehicle through the door nearest the kerb
f OKAf R NBAGNIAyGa FNB LINPLISNIe FAGGSR (2

9 children do no sit behind the rear seats in an estate car or hatchback, unless a
special child seat has been fitted

1 the child safety door locks, where fitted, are used when children are in the
vehicle

1 children are kept under control.
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/.Motorcycle licence requirements

If you have a provisional motorcycle licence, }WuSTsatisfactorily complete a Compulsory
Basic Training (CBT) course. You can then ride a motorcycle up to 125 cc with a power output
not exceeding 11 kW on the public road, with L plates (in Wales ditlpates, L plates or both
can be used), for up to two years. Under direct access you can practise on a motorcycle that
exceeds 125 cc provided that

1 you meet the minimum age for the category concerned

T @2dzQNBE | OO02YLI yASR I ( I frdineriwhovissoa o0& I |jd
another motorcycle and in radio contact with you

1 fluorescent or reflective safety clothing is worn during supervision

1 red L plates (D plates in Wales) are fitted and provisional licence restrictions
followed.

To obtain your full motorasle licence you MUST pass a motorcycle theory test and then a
practical test.
Law MV(DL)R regs 16 & 68

Al motorcycle licenceAt age 17 or over, you take a test on a motorcycle without sidecar of
between 120 and 125 cc. If you pass you may ride a motereycto 125 cc with power output
up to 11 kW, or a motor tricycle with power not exceeding 15 kW.

A2 motorcycle licenceAt age 19 or over, you take a test on a motorcycle without sidecar of at
least 395 cc with a power output of at least 25 kW but noteexting 35 kW. If you pass, you

may ride any motorcycle not exceeding 35 kW and with a power to weight ratio not exceeding
0.2 kW/kg.

Full A motorcycle licencefest taken on a motorcycle without sidecar, of at least 595 cc and an
engine power of at least®tkW This gives you full access to all motorcycles and motor tricycles.
You obtain a category A licence by taking progressive access from age 21, or under the direct
access scheme from age 24.

Category A under progressive acce¥®iu can take a categoryphactical test at age 21 if you
If NBIF Reé KIS |y 'w fAOSYyOS GKIFI(G &2dzQ8S KStR ¥
another theory test or hold a CBT certificate.
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Category A under direct accesEhis is for riders aged 24 or over. To obtaintegary A licence
you must

1 successfully complete a CBT course
1 pass the motorcycle theory test
1 pass the practical motorcycle test.

Passing the practical test on a motorcycle of at least 40 kW (53.6bhp) gives immediate access to
all sizes of motorcycle.

YouMUST NOTarry a pillion passenger or pull a trailer until you have passed your test. Also
see Rule 253 covering vehicles prohibited from motorways.
Law MV(DL)R reg 16

Moped licence requirements

A mopedMUSThave an engine capacity not exceeding 50 ccweigh more than 250kg and
be designed to have a maximum speed not exceeding 28mph (45 km/h). Before June 2003 a
licence allowed the riding of mopeds up to 50km/h.

To ride a moped, learnefdUST

1 be 16 or over
1 have a provisional moped licence
1 complete CBT &ining.

YouMUSTTirst pass the theory test for motorcycles and then the moped practical test to obtain
your full moped licence. If you passed your car driving test before 1 February 2001 you are
gualified to ride a moped without L plates (and/or D plaite$Vales), although it is

recommended that you complete CBT before riding on the road. If you passed your car driving
test after this date yoWMUSTcomplete CBT before riding a moped on the road.

Laws RTA 1988 sects 97(e) & 101 & MV(DL)R regs 38(4) & 43
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8.Motor vehicle documentation and
learner driver requirements

Documents

Driving licenceYouMUSThave a valid driving licence for the category of motor vehicle you are
driving. YolMUSTinform the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) if you change you
name and/or address.

Law RTA 1988 sects 87 & 99(4

Holders of norEuropean Community licences who are now resident in the UK may only drive
on that licence for a maximum of 12 months from the date they become resident in this
country. To ensure continuaudriving entitlement

9 a British provisional licence should be obtained and a driving test(s) passed
before the 12month period elapses, or

1 in the case of a driver who holds a licence from a country which has been
designated in law for licence exchange pusps, the driver should exchange
the licence for a British one.

MOT.Cars and motorcyclddUSTnormally pass an MOT test three years from the date of the
first registration and every year after that. YMUST NO@rive a motor vehicle without an

MOT certifcate when it should have one. Exceptionally, you may drive to -apenged test
appointment or to a garage for repairs required for the test. Driving an unroadworthy motor
vehicle may invalidate your insurance. From November 2012, motor vehicles mamathc
before 1960 will be exempted from an MOT requirement, although they can still be submitted
for a test voluntarily. Owners are still legally required to ensure their vehicle is safe and
roadworthy.

Law RTA 1988 sects 45, 47, 49 & 53

Insurance.To usea motor vehicle on the road, yadUSThave a valid insurance policy.
ThisMUSTat least cover you for injury or damage to a third party while using that motor
vehicle. Before driving any motor vehicle, make sure that it has this cover for your use or that
your own insurance provides adequate cover. ¥auST NO@rive a motor vehicle without
insurance. Also, be aware that even if a road traffic incident is not your fault, you may still be
held liable by insurance companies.

Law RTA 1988 sect 143
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Uninsured divers can now be automatically detected by roadside cameras. Further to the
LISyt GASa F2N dzyAyadzNER RNAGAYy3 ftAaG6SR 2y LJ 3
the Police, taken away and crushécéw RTA 1988, sects 165a & 165b

The types of coveavailable are indicated below:

Third-Party insurance this is often the cheapest form of insurance, and is the minimum cover
required by law. It covers anyone you might injure or whose property you might damage. It
does not cover damage to your own moteehicle or injury to yourself.

Third-Party, Fire and Theft insurancesimilar to thirdparty, but also covers you against your
motor vehicle being stolen, or damaged by fire.

Comprehensive insurancethis is the most expensive but the best insurangear from
covering other persons and property against injury or damage, it also covers damage to your
own motor vehicle, up to the market value of that vehicle, and personal injury to yourself.

Registration certificate Registration certificates (also el harmonised registration

certificates) are issued for all motor vehicles used on the road, describing them (make, model,
etc) and giving details of the registered keeper. ¥WauSTnotify the Driver and Vehicle

Licensing Agency in Swansea as soon asijp@sgnen you buy or sell a motor vehicle, or if you
change your name or address. For registration certificates issued after 27 March 1997, the
buyer and seller are responsible for completing the registration certificates. The seller is
responsible for fonarding them to DVLA. The procedures are explained on the back of the
registration certificates.

Law RV(R&L)R regs 21, 22, 23 & 24

Vehicle Excise Duty (VERI motor vehicles used or kept on public roadslSTdisplay a valid
Vehicle Excise Duty disc (i@isc) displayed at all times. Even motor vehicles exempt from duty
MUST display a tax disc at all times.

Law VERA sects 29 and 33

Statutory OffRoad Notification (SORNThis is a notification to the DVLA that a motor vehicle

is not being used on the roatf.you are the vehicle keeper and want to keep a motor vehicle

untaxed and off the public road yaddUSTdeclare SORNit is an offence not to do so. You then

g2y QG KI @S (2 LIe& Fyeg NRBRIR GFE F¥2NJ GKIFdG @SKAO
further declaration after that period if the vehicle is still off the public road. The SORN will end

if you sell the vehicle and the new owner will become immediately responsible. If your vehicle

is unused or off the road, MUSThave either a SORN declamat or valid insurance.

Law RV(RL)R 2002, reg 26 sched 4

Production of documentsYouMUSTbe able to produce your driving licence and counterpart,
a valid insurance certificate and (if appropriate) a valid MOT certificate, when requested by a
police offier. If you cannot do this you may be asked to take them to a police station within
seven days.

Law RTA 1988 sects 164 & 165
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| earner drivers

Learners driving a car MUST hold a valid provisional licenceMU&ibe supervised by
someone at least 21 yearsdolvho holds a full EC/EEA licence for that type of car (automatic or
manual) and has held one for at least three years.

Laws MV(DL)R reg 16 & RTA 1988 sect 87

Vehicles Any vehicle driven by a learnBlUSTdisplay red L plates. In Wales, either red D
plates, red L plates, or both, can be used. Plates MUST conform to legal specifications
and MUSTbe clearly visible to others from in front of the vehicle and from behind. Plates
should be removed or covered when not being driven by a learner (except on dsahogl
vehicles).

Law MV(DL)R reg 16 & sched 4

YouMUSTpass the theory test (if one is required) and then a practical driving test for the
category of vehicle you wish to drive before driving unaccompanied.
Law MV(DL)R reg 40

General rules, technigues an

advice for all drivers and riders
1.0verview

This section should be read by all drivers, motorcyclists, cyclists and horse riders. The rules
in The Highway Coddo not give you the right of way in any circumstance, but they advise you
when you should giveray to others. Always give way if it can help to avoid an incident.

2.Signals

103.Signals warn and inform other road users, including pedestriigs ¢ V£ 21 R W{ A 3y | f
20 KSNJ NP I R dzd),SNaufintended acttonsmyowskould always
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1 give clear signals in plenty of time, having checked it is not misleading to signal
at that time

1 use them to advise other road users before ;g course or direction,
stopping or moving off

i cancel them after use

1 make sure your signals will not confuse others. If, for instance, you want to stop
after a side road, do not signal until you are passing the road. If you signal
earlier it may give th impression that you intend to turn into the road. Your
brake lights will warn traffic behind you that you are slowing down

1 use an arm signal to emphasise or reinforce your signal if necessary. Remember
that signalling does not give you priority.

104.You shold also

1 watch out for signals given by other road users and proceed only when you are
satisfied that it is safe

1 be aware that an indicator on another vehicle may not have been cancelled.

105.YouMUSTobey signals given by police officers, traffic officerstfic wardens
R2¢oyE2FIR W{AIYyIfa o6& I gznd sigidiuded By schisoNBE 2 y 34 Q ¢
crossing patrols.
Laws RTRA se28, RTA 1988 sect 35, TMA 2004 sect 6, & FTWO art 3

106.Police stopping proceduresf the police want to stop your vehicle they will, where
possible, attract your attention by

1 flashing blue lights, headlights or sounding their siren or horn, usually from
behind

1 directing you to pull over to the side by pointing and/or using the left indicator.
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YouMUSTthen pull over and stop as soon as it is safe to do so. Then switch off your engine.
Law RTA 1988 sect 163

3.0ther stopping procedures

107.Driver and Vehicle Staratds Agency Officersave powers to stop vehicles on all

roads, including motorways and trunk roads, in England and Wales. They will attract
your attention by flashing amber lights

1 either from the front requesting you to follow them to a safe place to stop

1 or from behind directing you to pull over to the side by pointing and/or using
the left indicator.

It is an offence not to comply with their directions. YW STobey any signals given
R2oyE2I R WY{AIYylIfa o0& | dgziK2NAaAaSR LISNE2YaQ Ot !
Laws RTA 1988, sect 67, & PRA 2002, sect 41 & sched 5(8)

108.Highways Agency Traffic Officelhsve powers to stop vehicles on most motorways
andd2YS Wl Q Ofladaa NRIRax Ay 9y3dflyR 2yfeéed L
your vehicle on safety grounds (e.g. an insecure load) they will, where possible, attract
your attention by

1 flashing amber lights, usually from behind

1 directing you to pll over to the side by pointing and/or using the left indicator.

YouMUSTthen pull over and stop as soon as it is safe to do so. Then switch off your engine.

It is an offence not to comply with their directior8@ ¢ vt 2 R W{ AJyl fa o6& Id
LISNE2Y3Q HPt5CS MHOY. O

Law RTA1988, sects 35 &163 as amended by TMA 2004, sect 6
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109.Traffic light signals and traffic sign¥.ouMUSTobeyall traffic light signalsdownload
WIAIKGOG aA3ylta O2y)ankraffic sighsgiving\bord&rs; incddingo t 5 C >
temporary signals & signR@ ¢ V£ 21 R W¢ NI F T AMakeSsurelygukow,o t 5 C >
understand and act on all other traffic dmnformation signs and road markings
R2oyEt2FIR Ww2l R YIlaNdE/SKA DD SO tYF GII A)y@MYQ. ®t 5C3
Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10, 15, 16, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 36, 38 & 40

110.Flashing headlightOnly flash your headlights to let othewad users know that you
are there. Do not flash your headlights to convey any other message or intimidate
other road users.

111.Never assume that flashing headlights is a signal inviting you to proceed. Use your own
judgement and proceed carefully.

112.The horn.Use only while your vehicle is moving and you need to warn other road users
of your presence. Never sound your horn aggressively Mad8T NOTise your horn

1 while stationary on the road
1 when driving in a buitup area between the hours of 11.30 pm and@&mn

exceptwhen another road user poses a danger.

Law CUR reg 99

4.Lighting requirements

113.YouMUST

1 ensure all sidelights and rear registration plate lights are lit between sunset and
sunrise
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1 use headlights at night, except on a road which has lit strghtihg. These
roads are generally restricted to a speed limit of 30 mph (48 km/h) unless
otherwise specified

1 use headlights when visibility is seriously reduced @eke 226.

Night (the hours of darkness) is defined as the period between half an hour after sunset and

half an hour before sunrise).
Laws RVLR regs 3, 24, & 25, (In ScotlaR@RA 1984 sect 82 (as amended by NRSWA, para 59

of sched 8))
114.YouMUST NOT

1 use any lights in a way which would dazzle or cause discomfort to other road
users, including pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders

1 use front or rear fog lights unless visibility is seriously reducedVd@rswitch
them off when visibilitymproves to avoid dazzling other road users (Bege

226).

In stationary queues of traffic, drivers should apply the parking brake and, oncellihsifay

traffic has stopped, take their foot off the footbrake to deactivate the vehicle brake lights. This
will minimise glare to road users behind until the traffic moves again.

Law RVLR reg 27

115.You should also

1 use dipped headlights, or dudlip if fitted, at night in buikup areas and in dull
daytime weather, to ensure that you can be seen

1 keep your headlights dipped when overtaking until you are level with the other
vehicle and then change to main beam if necessary, unless this would dazzle
oncoming rod users

1 slow down, and if necessary stop, if you are dazzled by oncoming headlights

116.Hazard warning lightsThese may be used when your vehicle is stationary, to warn that
it is temporarily obstructing traffic. Never use them as an excuse for dangerous or
illegal parking. YoMUST NOTise hazard warning lights while driving or being towed
unless you are on a motorway or unrestricted dual carriageway and you need to warn
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drivers behind you of a hazard or obstruction ahead. Only use them for long enough to
ensure that your warning has been observed.
Law RVLR reg 27

5.Control of the vehicle
Braking

117.In normal circumstancesThe safest way to brake is to do so early and lightly. Brake
more firmly as you begin to stop. Ease the pressure off just before the vebitlescto
rest to avoid a jerky stop.

118.In an emergencyBrake immediately. Try to avoid braking so harshly that you lock your
wheels. Locked wheels can lead to loss of control.

119.Skids.Skidding is usually caused by the driver braking, accelerating or gf¢edn
harshly or driving too fast for the road conditions. If skidding occurs, remove the cause
by releasing the brake pedal fully or easing off the accelerator. Turn the steering wheel
in the direction of the skid. For example, if the rear of the vehsklds to the right,
steer immediately to the right to recover.

Rule 119: Rear of the car skids to the right.
Driver steers to the right

120.ABSIf your vehicle is fitted with ardock brakes, you should follow the advice given in
the vehicle handbook. However, in the case of an emergency, apply the footbrake
firmly; do not rekase the pressure until the vehicle has slowed to the desired speed.
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The ABS should ensure that steering control will be retained, but do not assume that a
vehicle with ABS will stop in a shorter distance.

121.Brakes affected by wateif you have driven thnagh deep water your brakes may be
less effective. Test them at the first safe opportunity by pushing gently on the brake
pedal to make sure that they work. If they are not fully effective, gently apply light
pressure while driving slowly. This will helpdity them out.

122.Coasting.This term describes a vehicle travelling in neutral or with the clutch pressed
down. It can reduce driver control because

1 engine braking is eliminated

1 vehicle speed downhill will increase quickly

1 increased use of the footbrake caeduce its effectiveness

1 steering response will be affected, particularly on bends and corners

1 it may be more difficult to select the appropriate gear when needed.

The Driver and the Environment

123.YouMUST NOTeave a parked vehicle unattended with the @mgrunning or leave a
vehicle engine running unnecessarily while that vehicle is stationary on a public road.
Generally, if the vehicle is stationary and is likely to remain so for more than a couple of
minutes, you should apply the parking brake and siwibff the engine to reduce
emissions and noise pollution. However it is permissible to leave the engine running if
the vehicle is stationary in traffic or for diagnosing faults.

Law CUR regs 98 & 107


http://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/

THE OFFICIAL HIGHWAY C

Speed limits

124.YouMUST NOExceed the maximum speed limifor the road and for your vehicle
(see the table below). The presence of street lights generally means that there is a 30
mph (48 km/h) speed limit unless otherwise specified.
Law RTRA sects 81, 86, 89 & sch 6

125.The speed limit is the absolute maximundasoes not mean it is safe to drive at that
speed irrespective of conditions. Driving at speeds too fast for the road and traffic
conditions is dangerous. You should always reduce your speed when

1 the road layout or condition presents hazards, such as bends

1 sharing the road with pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders, particularly
children, and motorcyclists

i weather conditions make it safer to do so

i driving at night as it is more difficult to see other road users.

Speed Limits

MPHkm/h) MPH(km/h)  MPH(km/h)  MPHkm/h)

Cars & 30(48) 60 (96) 70(112) 70(112)
motorcyclegincluding

car derived vans up to 2

tonnes maximum laden

weight)

Cars towing caravans ol 30(48) 50(80) 60 (96) 60 (95)
trailers (includingcar
derived vans and
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motorcycles)

Buses, coaches and 30(48) 50(80) 60(96) 70(112)
minibuses(not

exceeding 12 metres in

overall length

Goods vehiclegnot 30(48) 50(80) 60 (96) T n(112)
exceeding 7.5 tonnes
maximum laden weight)

Goods 30(48) 50(80) 60 (96) c n(112)
vehicles(exceeding 7.5

tonnes maximum laden

weight)in England and

Wales

Goods vehicles 30(48) 40(64) 50(80) 60(96)
(exceeding 7.5 tonnes

maximum laden weight)

in Scotland

*The 30 mph limit usuallgpplies to all traffic on all roads with street lighting unless signs show
20KSNBAASD vcn YLK o6dpc 1 YKKO AF | NILGAOdzZ FGSR 2

126.

Typical Stopping Distances

20 mph = 12 metres (40 feet)
(32 knvh) or three car lengths The distances shown are  general guide. The distance will depend on

your aliention (thinking distance), the r0ad surace, the weather conons
30 mph - =23 metres (75 feet)
(48 kvh) or six car lengths

and the condition of your vehicle at the fime

Thinking Distance Braking Distance

40 m| = 36 metres (118 feet) -

o, D T i
50 mph __ = 53 metres (175 feet)

(80 karvh) or thirteen car lengths

0, D ST "

(96 krvh) or eighteen car lengths

70 mph = 06 metres (315 feet)
e [ NGEED T
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Stopping Distancedrive at a speed that will allow you to stop well within the distance
you can see to be clearou should

1 leave enough space between you and the vehicle in front so that you can pull
up safely if it suddenly slows down or stops. The safe rule is never to get closer
than the overall stopping distance (see Typical Stopping Distances diagram,
shown bebw)

1 allow at least a twesecond gap between you and the vehicle in front on roads
carrying fasteimoving traffic and in tunnels where visibility is reduced. The gap
should be at least doubled on wet roads and increased still further on icy roads

1 remember,large vehicles and motorcycles need a greater distance to stop. If
driving a large vehicle in a tunnel, you should allow a-Brgond gap between
you and the vehicle in front.

If you have to stop in a tunnel, leave at least-aétre gap between you andhé vehicle
in front.

Rule 126: Use a fixed point to help
measure a two-second gap

52¢gyi2FR We¢eILIMOIE AG2LIAY3I RA&AGIYOSEaQ 6t 5C=>

6.Lines and lane markings on the road

52¢6yE2FR WYw2lI R YIENJAY3E&Q 0t5CX ToMY. D
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to see diagrams of all lines.

127.A broken white line.This marks the centre of the road. When this lieegthens and
the gaps shorten, it means that there is a hazard ahead. Do not cross it unless you can
see the road is clear and wish to overtake or turn off.

128.Double white lines where the line nearest to you is brokefhis means you may cross
the lines b overtake if it is safe, provided you can complete the manoeuvre before
reaching a solid white line on your side. White direction arrows on the road indicate
that you need to get back onto your side of the road.

129.Double white lines where the line nearesfou is solid.This means yoMUST
NOTcross or straddle it unless it is safe and you need to enter adjoining premises or a
side road. You may cross the line if necessary, provided the road is clear, to pass a
stationary vehicle, or overtake a pedal cytlerse or road maintenance vehicle, if they
are travelling at 10 mph (16 km/h) or less.
Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10 & 26

130.Areas of white diagonal stripesr chevrons painted on the road. These are to separate
traffic lanes or to protect traffic ttning right.

1 If the area is bordered by a broken white line, you should not enter the area
unless it is necessary and you can see that it is safe to do so.

1 If the area is marked with chevrons and bordered by solid white linedAd8T
NOTenter it exceptm an emergency.
Laws MT(E&W)R regs 5, 9, 10 & 16, MT(S)R regs 4, 8,9 & 14, RTA sect 36 &
TSRGD 10(1)

131.Lane dividersThese are short, broken white lines which are used on wide
carriageways to divide them into lanes. You should keep between them.

132.Reflectve road studsmay be used with white lines.

1 White studs mark the lanes or the middle of the road.
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1 Red studs mark the left edge of the road.
1 Amber studs mark the central reservation of a dual carriageway or motorway.
1 Green studs mark the edge of the mainr@ageway at laypys and slip roads.

1 Greenlyellow studs indicate temporary adjustments to lane layouts, e.g. where
road works are taking place.

Rule 132: Reflective road studs mark the
lanes and edges of the carriageway

7/ .Multi-lane carriageways

Lane discipline

133.If you need to change lane, first use your mirrors and if necessary take a quick sideways
glance to make sure you will not force another road user to change course or speed.
When it is safe to do so, sigrtalindicate your intentions to other road users and when
clear, move over.
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134.You should follow the signs and road markings and get into the lane as directed. In
congested road conditions do not change lanes unnecessarily. Merging in turn is
recommended bubnly if safe and appropriate when vehicles are travelling at a very
low speed, e.g. when approaching road works or a road traffic incident. It is not
recommended at high speed.

Single carriageway

135.Where a single carriageway has three lanes and the roadkings or signs do not give
priority to traffic in either direction

1 use the middle lane only for overtaking or turning right. Remember, you have
no more right to use the middle lane than a driver coming from the opposite
direction

1 do not use the righthand lane.

136.Where a single carriageway has four or more lanes, use only the lanes that signs or
markings indicate.

Dual carriageways

A dual carriageway is a road which has a central reservation to separate the carriageways.

137.0n a twelane dual carriagewayoy should stay in the lefhand lane. Use the right
hand lane for overtaking or turning right. After overtaking, move back to thehkafd
lane when it is safe to do so.
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138.0n a threelane dual carriageway, you may use the middle lane or the-hghtl lane
to overtake but return to the middle and then the Idfand lane when it is safe.

139.Climbing and crawler lanes hese are provided on some hills. Use this lane if you are
driving a slowmoving vehicle or if there are vehicles behind you wishing to overtake
Be aware of the signs and road markings which indicate the lane is about to end.

140.Cycle lanesThese are shown by road markings and signsWd8T NOTrive or park
in a cycle lane marked by a solid white line during its times of operation. Do not drive
or park in a cycle lane marked by a broken white line unless it is unavoidable.
YouMUST NOPpark in any cycle lane whilst waiting restrictions apply.
Law RTRA sects 5 & 8

141.Bus lanesThese are shown by road markings and signs that indicate which (if any)
other vehicles are permitted to use the bus lane. Unless otherwise indicated, you
should not drive in a bus lane during its period of operation. You may enter a bus lane
to stop, to load or unload where this is not prohibited.

142 High-occupancy vehicle lareeand other designated vehicle lanelsanes may be
restricted for use by particular types of vehicle; these restrictions may apply some or all
of the time. The operating times and vehicle types will be indicated on the
accompanying traffic signs. YMUSTNOTdrive in such lanes during their times of
operation unless signs indicate that your vehicle is permitted.

526yi2F RAGYNIKF OAG CS nycVY. 0

Vehicles permitted to use designated lanes may or may not include cycles, buses, taxis,
licensed private hire vehicles, motorcycles, heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) and high
occupancy vehicles (HOVS). Where HOV lanes are in operatigrMth®T ONLIge
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used by

1 vehicles containing at least the minimum number of people indicated on the
traffic signs

1 any other vehicles, such as buses and motorcycles, as indicated on signs prior to
the start of the lane, irrespective of the number of occupant

Laws RTRA sects 5 & 8, & RTA 1988, sect 36

143.0neway streets.TrafficMUSTtravel in the direction indicated by signs. Buses and/or
cycles may have a contraflow lane. Choose the correct lane for your exit as soon as you
can. Do not change lanes suddenlinless road signs or markings indicate otherwise,

you should use
1 the left-hand lane when going left
1 the righthand lane when going right

1 the most appropriate lane when going straight ahead.

Remembexr traffic could be passing on both sides.
Laws RTA 138sect 36 & RTRA sects 5 & 8

144 YouMUST NOT

1 drive dangerously
9 drive without due care and attention

9 drive without reasonable consideration for other road users.

Law RTA 1988 sects 2 & 3 as amended by RTA 1991
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145.YouMUST NOTrive on or over a pavement, fopath or bridleway except to gain
lawful access to property, or in the case of an emergency.
Laws HA 1835 sect 72 & RTA 1988 sect 34

146.Adapt your drivingto the appropriate type and condition of road you are on. In
particular

91 Do not treat speed limits astarget. It is often not appropriate or safe to drive
at the maximum speed limit

1 Take the road and traffic conditions into account. Be prepared for unexpected
or difficult situations, for example, the road being blocked beyond a blind bend.
Be prepared to djust your speed as a precaution

1 where there are junctions, be prepared for road users emerging

1 in side roads and country lanes look out for unmarked junctions where nobody
has priority

1 be prepared to stop at traffic control systems, road works, pedestiassings
or traffic lights as necessary

1 Children, are looking the other way, they may step out into the road without
seeing you.

147 Be considerateBe careful of and considerate towards all types of road users,
especially those requiring extra care ($eee 204. You should

1 you MUST NOT throw anything out of a vehitbe example, cigarette ends,
cans, paper or carrier bags. This cada&nger other road users, partieuly
motorcyclists and cyclists

1 try to be understanding if other road users cause problems; they may be
inexperienced or not know the area well
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1 be patient; remembethat anyone can make a mistake

1 Not allow yourself to become agitated or involved if someone is behaving badly
on the road. This will only make the situation worse. Pull over, calm down and,
when you feel relaxed, continue your journey

1 Slow down and hold ke if a road user pulls out into your path at a junction.
Allow them to get clear. Do not oweeact by driving too close behind to
intimidate them

148.Safe driving and riding needs concentratioAvoid distractions when driving or riding
such as

1 loud music (this may mask other sounds)

9 trying to read maps

1 inserting a cassette or CD oming a radio

1 arguing with your passengers or other road users
1 eating and drinking

1 smoking

YouMUST NO smoke in public transport vehicles or in vehicles used for work purposes in

certain prescribed circumstances. Separate regulations apply to England, Wales and Scotland. In
England and Wales, the drivelUST N@ smoke or allow anyone to smoke in an enclosed

private vehicle carrying someone under 18, including motor caravans

LawsTSf(EV)R reg3 STP(W)R regdPSCP(S)R re@&(PV)R reg& Sf(W)R regs

Mobile phones and irvehicle technology
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149.YouMUSTexercise proper control of your vehicle at all times. ¥8uST NOTse a
handheld mobile phone, or similar device, when dhty or when supervising a learner
driver, except to call 999 or 112 in a genuine emergency when it is unsafe or
impractical to stop. Never use a hahdld microphone when driving. Using hardse
equipment is also likely to distract your attention frormethoad. It is far safer not to
use any telephone while you are driving or ridifond a safe place to stop first or use
the voicemail facility and listen to messages later.

Laws RTA 1988 sects 2 & 3 & CUR regs 104 & 110

150.There is a danger of driver diatition being caused by-wehicle systems such as
satellite navigation systems, congestion warning systems, PCs;madlia, etc.
YouMUSTexercise proper control of your vehicle at all times. Do not rely on driver
assistance systems such as cruise cdmrdane departure warnings. They are
available to assist but you should not reduce your concentration levels. Do not be
distracted by maps or scredrased information (such as navigation or vehicle
management systems) while driving or riding. If necesfiad a safe place to stop.
Laws RTA 1988 sects 2 & 3 & CUR reg 104

151.In slowmoving traffic. You should

1 reduce the distance between you and the vehicle ahead to maintain traffic flow
1 never get so close to the vehicle in front that you cannot stop safely

1 leave enough space to be able to manoeuvre if the vehicle in front breaks down
or an emergency vehicle needs to get past

1 not change lanes to the left to overtake
1 allow access into and from side roads, as blocking these will add to congestion

1 be aware of cglists and motorcyclists who may be passing on either side.
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Rule 151: Do not block access to a
side road

Driving in builtup areas

152 .Residential streetsYou should drive slowly and carefully on streets where there are
likely to be pedestrians, cyclists and parked cars. In some areas a 20 mph/i32 k
maximum speed limit may be in force. Look out for

1 vehicles emerging from junctions or driveways
1 vehicles moving off
1 car doors opening
1 pedestrians
9 children running out from between parked cars
1 cyclists and motorcyclists.
153.Traffic-calming measuresOnsome roads there are features such as road humps,
chicanes and narrowings which are intended to slow you down. When you approach

these features reduce your speed. Allow cyclists and motorcyclists room to pass
through them. Maintain a reduced speed along tivhole of the stretch of road within
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the calming measures. Give way to oncoming road users if directed to do so by signs.
You should not overtake other moving road users while in these areas.

7~

Rule 153: Chicanes may be used to slow
traffic down

Country roads

154 Take extra care on country roads and redyoer speed at approaches to bends, which
can be sharper than they appear, and at junctions and turnings, which may be partially
hidden. Be prepared for pedestrians, horse riders, cyclists,-slowing farm vehicles
or mud on the road surface. Make sure ycan stop within the distance you can see to
be clear. You should also reduce your speed where country roads enter villages.

155.Singletrack roads.These are only wide enough for one vehicle. They may have special
passing places. If you see a vehicle corntomgrds you, or the driver behind wants to
overtake, pull into a passing place on your left, or wait opposite a passing place on your
right. Give way to vehicles coming uphill whenever you can. If necessary, reverse until
you reach a passing place to leetother vehicle pass. Slow down when passing
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders.

156.Do not park in passing places.
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Venhicles prohibited from using roads and
pavements

157.Certain motorised vehicles do not meet the construction and technical requirements
for road vehicles and are generally not intended, not suitable and not legal for road,
pavement, footpath, cycle path or bridleway use. These include most types of
miniature motorcycles, also called mini motos, and motorised scooters, also called go
peds, wheh are powered by electric or internal combustion engines. These types of
vehicleMUST NODe used on roads, pavements, footpaths or bridleways.
Laws RTA 1988 sects 34, 41a, 42, 47, 63 & 66, HA 1835, sect 72, & R(S)A sect 129

158.Certain models of motorcyclemotor tricycles and quadricycles, also called quad bikes,
are suitable only for offoad use and do not meet legal standards for use on roads.
Vehicles that do not meet these standafd&JST NODe used on roads. ThéyyUST
NOTbe used on pavements, footfi#s, cycle paths or bridleways either. You MUST
make sure that any motorcycle, motor tricycle, quadricycle or any other motor vehicle
meets legal standards and is properly registered, taxed and insured before using it on
the roads. Even when registeredxed and insured for the road, vehiclkBJST
NOTbe used on pavements.
Laws RTA 1988 sects 34, 41a, 42, 47, 63, 66 & 156, HA 1835, sect 72, R(S)A sect 129, &
VERA Ss 1, 29, 31A, & 43A

Using the road


http://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/

THE OFFICIAL HIGHWAY C

1.General rules

159.Before moving off you should

9 use all mirors to check the road is clear

1 look round to check the blind spots (the areas you are unable to see in the
mirrors)

1 signal if necessary before moving out
1 look round for a final check.

Move off only when it is safe to do so.

Rule 159: Check the blind spot before
moving off

160.0nce moving you should

1 keepto the left, unless road signs or markings indicate otherwise. The
exceptions are when you want to overtake, turn right or pass parked vehicles or
pedestrians in the road

1 keep well to the left on righhand bends. This will improve your view of the
road and help avoid the risk of colliding with traffic approaching from the
opposite direction
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1 drive with both hands on the wheel where possible. This will help you to remain
in full control of the vehicle at all times

1 be aware of other road users, especiallgleg and motorcycles who may be
filtering through the traffic. These are more difficult to see than larger vehicles
and their riders are particularly vulnerable. Give them plenty of room, especially
if you are driving a long vehicle or towing a trailer

1 sekct a lower gear before you reach a long downhill slope. This will help to
control your speed

1 when towing, remember the extra length will affect overtaking and
manoeuvring. The extra weight will also affect the braking and acceleration.

161.Mirrors. All mirrars should be used effectively throughout your journey. You should

1 use your mirrors frequently so that you always know what is behind and to each
side of you

1 use them in good time before you signal or change direction or speed
1 be aware that mirrors do notaver all areas and there will be blind spots.

You will need to look round and check.

Remember: Mirrors; Signal¢ Manoeuvre

2.0vertaking

162.Before overtakingyou should make sure
1 the road is sufficiently clear ahead
1 road users are not beginning to overtakeuyo

1 there is a suitable gap in front of the road user you plan to overtake.
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163.0vertake onlywhen it is safe and legal to do so. You should
T not get too close to the vehicle you intend to overtake

1 use your mirrors, signal when it is safe to do so, take a cpidlekvays glance if
necessary into the blind spot area and then start to move out

1 not assume that you can simply follow a vehicle ahead which is overtaking;
there may only be enough room for one vehicle

T move quickly past the vehicle you are overtaking, oyme have started to
overtake. Allow plenty of room. Move back to the left as soon as you can but do
not cut in

T take extra care at night and in poor visibility when it is harder to judge speed
and distance

1 give way to oncoming vehicles before passing pankehicles or other
obstructions on your side of the road

1 only overtake on the left if the vehicle in front is signalling to turn right, and
there is room to do so

T stay in your lane if traffic is moving slowly in queues. If the queue on your right
is movirg more slowly than you are, you may pass on the left

1 give motorcyclists, cyclists and horse riders at least as much room as you would
when overtaking a car (sdeules 211 to 21and214 to 219.

Remember: Mirrors; Signalg Manoeuvre
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Rule 163: Give vulnerable road users at
least as much space as you would a car

164.Large vehiclesOvertaking thes is more difficult. You should

1 drop back. This will increase your ability to see ahead and should allow the
driver of the large vehicle to see you in their mirrors. Getting too close to large
vehicles, including agricultural vehicles such as a tractdr avitailer or other
fixed equipment, will obscure your view of the road ahead and there may be
another slowmoving vehicle in front

T make sure that you have enough room to complete your overtaking manoeuvre
before committing yourself. It takes longer togsa large vehicle. If in doubt do
not overtake

1 not assume you can follow a vehicle ahead which is overtaking a long vehicle. If
a problem develops, they may abort overtaking and pull back in.

Page
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Rule 164: Do not cut in too quickly

165.YouMUST NO'bvertake

1 if you would have to cross or straddleuble white lines with a solid line
nearest to you (buseeRule 129

T if you would havdo enter an area designed to divide traffic, if it is surrounded
by a solid white line

T the nearest vehicle to a pedestrian crossing, especially when it has stopped to
let pedestrians cross

T if you would have to enter a lane reserved for buses, trams desyturing its
hours of operation

7 FFOSNI I Wb2 h@SNIF1AYy3IQ aA3dy FyR dzy At
Laws RTA 1988 sect 36, TSRGD regs 10, 22, 23 & 24, ZPPPCRGD reg 24

166.DO NOTovertake if there is any doubt, or where you cannot see far gimoahead to
be sure it is safe. For example, when you are approaching

1 acorner or bend

1 ahump bridge
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1 the brow of a hill.

167.DO NOTovertake where you might come into conflict with other road users. For
example

T approaching or at a road junction on either sofethe road

1 where the road narrows

T when approaching a school crossing patrol

1 between the kerb and a bus or tram when it is at a stop

T where traffic is queuing at junctions or road works

1 when you would force another road user to swerve or slow down
1 atalewel crossing

1 when aroad user is indicating right, even if you believe the signal should have
been cancelled. Do not take a risk; wait for the signal to be cancelled

T stay behind if you are following a cyclist approaching a roundabout or junction,
and you itend to turn left

T when atram is standing at a kerbside tram stop and there is no clearly marked
passing lane for other traffic.

168.Being overtakenlf a driver is trying to overtake you, maintain a steady course and
speed, slowing down if necessary to leetvehicle pass. Never obstruct drivers who
wish to pass. Speeding up or driving unpredictably while someone is overtaking you is
dangerous. Drop back to maintain a tywsecond gap if someone overtakes and pulls
into the gap in front of you.
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169.Do not hold upa long queue of traffic, especially if you are driving a large or-slow
moving vehicle. Check your mirrors frequently, and if necessary, pull in where it is safe
and let traffic pass.

3.Road junctions

170.Take extra care at junctions. You should

1 Watch out forcyclists, motorcyclists, powered wheelchairs/mobility scooters
and pedestrians as they are not always easy to see. Be aware that they may not
have seen or heard you if you are approaching from behind

1 Watch out for pedestrians crossing a road into which goe turning. If they
have started to cross they have priority, so give way

T watch out for long vehicles which may be turning at a junction ahead; they may
have to use the whole width of the road to make the turn (Sade 22)

T watch out for horse riders who may take a different line on the road from that
which you would expect

T Not assume, when waiting at a junction, that a vehicle coming fteright
and signalling left will actually turn. Wait and make sure

T Look all around before emerging. Do not cross or join a road until there is a gap
large enough for you to do so safely.
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Rule 170: Give way to pedestrians who have
started to cross

171YouMUSTA G 2 L) 0 SKAYR (KS f Ay S Indasblid&nis/licei A 2y & A
across the road. Wait for a safe gap in the traffic before you move off.
Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10 & 16

1726 KS | LILINR I OK G2 | 2dzyOlAz2y Yl & KIFI@S | WDA(Z
road. YouMUSTgive way to traffion the main road when emerging from a junction

with broken white lines across the road.
Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10(1),16(1) & 25

173.Dual carriagewayswWhen crossing or turning right, first assess whether the central
reservation is deep enough tagect the full length of your vehicle.

T Ifitis, then you should treat each half of the carriageway as a separate road.
Wait in the central reservation until there is a safe gap in the traffic on the

second half of the road.

1 If the central reservation i®o shallow for the length of your vehicle, wait until
you can cross both carriageways in one go.
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Rule 173: Assess your vehicle's length and
do not obstruct traffic

174.Box junctions.These have crissross yellow lines painted ontherodd 2 g vy £ 2 R Ww2 |
YINJ AY 3aQ )orouMaSI NOEnterthe box until your exit road or lane is
clear. However, you may enter the box and wait when you want to turn right, and are
only stopped from doing soyboncoming traffic, or by other vehicles waiting to turn
right. At signalled roundabouts yddUST NOEnter the box unless you can cross over
it completely without stopping.
Law TSRGD regs 10(1) & 29(2)

Rule 174: Enter a box junction only if your
exit road is clear

Page
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Junctions controlled by traffic lights

175.YouMUSTsi 2 L) 0 SKAYR GKS gKAGS WwW{G2LIQ tAYyS I ONP
is green. If the amber light appears you may go on only if you have already crossed the
stop line or are so close to it that to stop might cause a collision.
Laws RTA 1988 se86 & TSRGD regs 10 & 36

176.YouMUST NOTMmove forward over the white line when the red light is showing. Only
go forward when the traffic lights are green if there is room for you to clear the
junction safely or you are taking up a position to turn righthd traffic lights are not

working, treat the situation as you would an unmarked junction and proceed with great
care.

Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10 & 36

177 .Green filter arrow.This indicates a filter lane only. Do not enter that lane unless you
wantto go in the direction of the arrow. You may proceed in the direction of the green

arrow when it, or the full green light shows. Give other traffic, especially cyclists, time
and room to move into the correct lane.

Rule 178: Do not unnecessarily encroach on
the cyclists’ waiting area
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178.Advanced stop linesSome signatontrolled junctions have advanced stop lines to
allow cycles to be positioned ahead of other traffic. Motorists, including
motorcyclists MUSTstop at the first white line reached if the lights are amber or red
and should avoid blocking the way or encroaclonghe marked area at other times,
e.g. if the junction ahead is blocked. If your vehicle has proceeded over the first white
line at the time that the signal goes red, ymUSTstop at the second white line, even
if your vehicle is in the marked area.oill cyclists time and space to move off when
the green signal shows.
Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10, 36(1) & 43(2)

Turning right

179.Well beforeyou turn right you should

T use your mirrors to make sure you know the position and movement of traffic
behind you

1 give a rightturn signal

T take up a position just left of the middle of the road or in the space marked for
traffic turning right

1 leave room for other vehicles to pass on the left, if possible.

180.Wait until there is a safe gap between you and any onogmwehicle. Watch out for
cyclists, motorcyclists, pedestrians and other road users. Check your mirrors and blind
spot again to make sure you are not being overtaken, then make the turn. Do not cut
the corner. Take great care when turning into a main rgaxt will need to watch for
traffic in both directions and wait for a safe gap.

Remember: Mirrorsg Signalg Manoeuvre
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Rule 180: Position your vehicle correctly to
avoid obstructing traffic

181.When turningright at crossroads where an oncoming vehicle is also turning right, there
is a choice of two methods

T turn right side toright side; keep the other vehicle on your right and turn
behind it. This is generally the safer method as you have a clear view of any
approaching traffic when completing your turn

1 left side to left side, turning in front of each other. This can bloak ygew of
oncoming vehicles, so take extra care. Cyclists and motorcyclists in particular
may be hidden from your view. Road layout, markings or how the other vehicle
is positioned can determine which course should be taken.

Rule 181: Left - Turning right side to right
side. Right - Turning left side to left side

Page
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Turning left

182.Use your mirors and give a lefturn signal well before you turn left. Do not overtake
just before you turn left and watch out for traffic coming up on your left before you
make the turn, especially if driving a large vehicle. Cyclists, motorcyclists and other
road u®rs in particular may be hidden from your view.

183.When turning
T keep as close to the left as is safe and practicable

T give way to any vehicles using a bus lane, cycle lane or tramway from either
direction.

4.Roundabouts

184.0n approaching a roundaboutke notce and act on all the information available to
you, including traffic signs, traffic lights and lane markings which direct you into the
correct lane. You should
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